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From the Pastor’s Desk
And let us consider how to provoke one another to

love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.

Hebrews 10:24-25

Continued on the next page.....




Dear Friends,

As the summer quickly approaches, there's excitement
in the air — feachers and students look forward to a break
from one another, cottages are calling, family travel plans
are solidified. Particularly with our baptism and
confirmations at the start of June, I've been minded to the
exchange in Mark 12, where Jesus is asked about paying
taxes to Caesar. "“Whose image and inscription are on this
coin¢” He asks. They had asked a yes or no question, so I'm
sure His answer caught them by surprise, and so they
answer honestly: it is the Caesar’'s image and
inscription/title. Jesus challenges them, then, to (in the KJV
language): “Render to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to
God what is God’s.”

The big question for all of us isn’t the question of paying
taxes to the government (even if we don't like itl). The big
question before us each, in our lives, is the question of
rendering to God what is God's. How do we go about it¢
And just what is God’s — or maybe, and more to the point,
what isn't — and if all things are God’s, how do we go about
rendering anything to God?¢ Wellitisn't a percentage or
some kind of account that we need to keep careful watch
over to ensure that our good outweighs our bad, or that we
haven't short-changed God by withholding some portion of
time, talent, or treasure. Rather, it is about a life dedicated
to God through Christ Jesus, by the Holy Spirit.

If Jesus held any one of us up, as He held up that coin
before His questioners, and asked, “Whose image and
inscription are on this person¢” The answer would be,
“God'simage...” for from the beginning God made
humanity, male and female, in His image, “...and the
mark/title of Christ Jesus...” for every one of us, in baptism,



was marked with the sign of the Cross, as Christ's own
forever. Rendering to God what is God'’s, then, is a matter
of first and foremost recognizing that we are not our own —
we are God’s. There is a tfemptation to consider ourselves
self-made, independent, and the masters of our own
destinies. But we must resist this tendency. Praise the Lord,
we are His own!

Giving God what is God's begins with recognizing that
we are God’s. But it continues with intentionality — though
there's a caution, there. As the old cliché says, the road fo
hell is paved with good intentions. Which isn't to say that
good intentions only take us to hell — not in the slightest!
Except that our faith — which is to say our trust —is dead
without faithful action. If we don’t follow up on what we
believe, if frusting Jesus doesn’'t make any difference in our
lives, then we are full of good intentions, but have no follow
through. It is unrealized good intentions that pave that road
in the saying above. Good intentions, when their
implications are acted on, are a source of living out the
faith that we claim. So there is an element of intentionality
that feeds our giving to God what is God'’s.

Then there are those devotional actions and habits,
those spiritual disciplines, which feed into our rendering to
God what is God’s. We build our lives around times of
prayer, fimes of scripture reading, of contemplation of
Biblical theological fruths. We put ourselves into those
spaces that are available to us, where God is more likely to
be met — where we are ready to receive God’s presence —
and we make ourselves available to God in those spaces —
and we wait for God to move. We listen for, feel for, God’s
movement and guidance; we trust in God's leading, and
receive the comfort and consolation that our spirits need.



We engage in the sacraments entrusted to the Church,
those holy mysteries, where God accepts us as His own and
nourishes us with His own life. We foster and nurture those
places where we are ready to receive from God’s hand.
This is a part of giving God what is God’s.

And so we are grown spiritually from children to adults;
we mature, so that we are not just able to receive from God
— to be fed by His Spirit — but are able to offer help to others,
so that we lift others as we climb. We don’t ask who our
neighbours are, but we ask who we can be neighbours to.
We own the commitments made in baptism and affirmed in
confirmation: we grow towards the full stature of our Lord,
Jesus. We own the mission of God, which He invites His
Church to share with Him in. As we have received from
God’s hand, so we give. Freely. Generously.

This summer, my prayer for our community is that we
would be refreshed in our resolve to live into the truths that
God has spoken into our lives. May we come together
when we can, throughout the summer, and be renewed in
commitment to one another and the life that God has
called us into together. May we find ourselves when we
lose ourselves in God's great love, as we seek His Kingdom
first.

God bless you all,
Jonathan+
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Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion June 7

Ashleigh igai Amylli




This month at church:

Council and Vestry will meet Tuesday June 16 7:30

June 28 joint service with St. Luke’s and St. Paul’s in Souris,
potluck to follow, bring a salad or dessert to share

June 21 Samaritan House Sunday (a week early)

Every Sunday remember your Loonie for the little church
donation for Samaritan House safe and warm shelter.
Senior housing services:

June 7 Victoria Landing 3:00, June 3 Fairview 10:00, June 10
Hillcrest 11:00, Dinsdale 2:00, June 25 Riverheights 11:00

Come for potluck lunch following
the service in Souris on June 28.




Junior Camp July 5-11
Intermediate Camp July 12-18
Teen Camp July 19-25

Cost for a week$350.00
Register by June 17




‘Humor thy father and thy mother.’” ;

How to contact us:

Website hitps://www.brandonredeemer.com/
Facebook Redeemer Lutheran & $t. George’s Anglican
Church Brandon

Email:

office@brandonredeemer.com
stgeorgesbrandon@gmail.com

Phone: 204-728-6206



https://www.brandonredeemer.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064542705898
mailto:office@brandonredeemer.com
mailto:stgeorgesbrandon@gmail.com

Remember your Loonie for the little

June 2026

church
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Fairview 10:30 Last Bible Study

2:00

Confirmation class

6:30
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Confirmation Jonathan leaves for | Hillerest 11:00 Jonathan home
service conference in Gimli | Dinsdale 2:00 from Gimli
Victoria Landing
3:00
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Cheryl taking the Couneilf Vestry Jonathan in The Jonathan home
service 7:30 Pag for meetings from The Pas
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Samaritan House Riverheights 11:00
Sunday
2B 29 30

Joint service in
Souris with St
Luke's and St
Paul's Potluck to
follow
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